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High turn-out for big numbers

District Master Jill Leale was impressed by well attended
practice sessions at a couple 12-bell towers

Magnus the Martyr for the first time this year, was the highlight of
our recent ringing meetings. It was well attended, with 38 ringers
in total, 20 from the Northern District and 15 from the Southern District, with
three visitors. Many of those present said how much they had enjoyed the

occasion. The ringing concluded with a half course of Cambridge Maximus,
some of which was recorded by Chris Baldwin and subsequently placed on
the Association website: http://croydonringers.yolasite.com/sound-of-bells

The joint 12 bell practice with the Southern District, held at St

The students’ and young people’s week arranged by Michael Uphill was also
successful (See Page 9). Several quarters were rung, and two mornings were
| dedicated to practices for the young people from Caterham and South
Croydon who clearly enjoyed the opportunity to ring with more experienced
ringers.

The half yearly meeting at Wimbledon went well, although the attendance was
rather low. | would like to thank Jeremy Cheesman for chairing the meeting in
St Magnus my absence. Unfortunately my holidays have coincided with the date of the
half yearly meeting for the last two years.

Our annual joint 12 bell practice meeting at Kingston with the Leatherhead District of the
Guildford Diocesan Guild was again popular. Our district was as usual well represented and it
was pleasing to see a good turn out of Guildford Guild members this year. Practice meetings
on 12 bells always seem to be popular — perhaps we should arrange another one during our
ringing year.

The Surrey Association eight bell striking competition takes place at St Mary’s, Caterham on
Saturday 23 October, and we hope to have plenty of entrants. Please remember that the
competition is not restricted to teams from individual towers — any group that practices
regularly together is welcome to enter.

Our September and October midweek practice meetings are at Merton Park and Carshalton
(See diary on Page 15). Coincidentally both of these fall on a Monday. | hope that as many as
possible of you will make the effort to come.

The Nomination meeting this year is at Putney on Saturday 20 November. | shall be retiring
as District Master at the end of this year so we need nominations for Master, and also for the
District Committee. It would be good if several candidates were willing to be nominated, so
please think seriously about whether you would like to help on the committee. One task for
the new committee will be a decision on whether we want the present form of midweek
practice meetings to continue, so if you have views about this please let us know.

Numbers Club New Members

Recent winners have been: The following were elected members on
June  No. 116 Beddington Bellringers  £25 19 June

July No. 56 Richard Wallis £25 _ : _

Aug No. 65 Alan Streeter £85 13 Carshalton : Catherine Davies




Ringing bell that wrecked a first peal

Michael Uphill recalls how his round the tower record at Southwark
suffered a false start thanks to an ill timed telephone call

hat mysterious murderer Jack the Ripper made his presence felt the first time |
I attempted to ring a peal at Southwark Cathedral. | was 17, a little nervous, and
assigned the 48 cwt tenor for Stedman Cinques as we prepared to mark the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of the Southwark diocese in 1905.

Everything was going well, the striking was nice, we were comfortable in our rhythm. About
an hour and 40 minutes had passed when there was a jarring sound from the emergency
telephone that connected the ringing room with the vergers’ vestry. Hadley Hunter made an
attempt at answering the phone and keeping his place at the same time. Impossible. The peal
came to an unhappy and ragged halt.

It turned out that a film crew was at the west gate of the churchyard filming A Study in Terror,
in which Sherlock Holmes is hot on the trail of Jack the Ripper. To them the bells were
interference and they had asked the vergers to stop the bells. Vergers today know better. The
film is occasionally aired on late night television and | make a point of staying up and
watching the angry crowd scene at the cathedral gates just so that | can shake my own fist
and curse the director.

We successfully re-ran the peal of Stedman Cinques in February 1966 with me on the treble
this time and Chris Rogers conducting — and so began my all round relationship with
Southwark. This summer, when | rang the nine in lan Fielding’s 5001 Stedman Cinques, |
completed a record fifth peal circle of the tower. For the attempt | invited a mix of members of
the Southwark Cathedral band that it has been my privilege to conduct for its two
appearances in the National 12-bell striking contest, at Worcester and St. Paul’'s Cathedrals,
and a few of my long standing ringing friends.

When we adjourned to the Market Porter in Borough
Market for refreshment | totted up the 60 peals of
- the five rings, plus a further 14 I've rung at the
Cathedral.

Stedman Cinques — 43 (14 as conductor)
Cambridge Surprise Maximus - 14 (4)

Various Surprise Maximus — 12

Others — 5 (including Cambridge Minor on the back

' six in 1987, the largest bells rung to a peal of minor).
. 7 1 As someone said afterwards — with five rings, you've

ﬁ set an Olympic record!
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= Michael Uphill
Peal band

Photo : (Seated) lan Fielding treble and cond, Shirley McGill 2, Louise Palmer 3, Sheila
Cheesman 4, (Middle) Chris Sheashy 5, Mike Moreton 6, Leon Thompson 7, Nigel Smith 8,
(Back) Michael Uphill 9, David Maynard 10, Chris McCarthy 11, Andy Bradford tenor.

(Michael Uphill’'s book, Tales from the London County Crypt is published in October).

The next Northern Stars will be available mid December. Contributions to the Editor by
1 December, please:




Half Yearly Meeting
Wimbledon

A small gathering that was
big on innovation

n the absence to the District Master,
Jeremy Cheesman chaired this very
small meeting.

Michael Uphill reported on all the
training activities that have been taking
place within the district, plus he highlighted
the successes. He is particularly keen on
encouraging young ringers and organised
day time quarter peals during August for
young ringers in the district with the help of
association ringers. In September there is
an Up and Down training event to be held
at Nutfield; in October at Barnes a
simulator practice is planned, and in
November it is the usual Training Event
held in Bletchingley.

Sheila Cheesman gave a brief report on the
PR committee. She was particularly
pleased with the new website.

The introduction of the RSS feed
allows you to update events onto
your Facebook page and there is
also a link to Twitter. This
innovation should appeal to the
young ringers who can keep in
touch with their ringing friends. Since
the launch in May, the website has
continued to be refined and updated. Chris
Baldwin is keen to receive news of any
event or achievement that can be put on to
the website — so if you have any news,
please get in touch with Chris.

Bob Cooles gave an impromptu report on
the Central Council Meeting (full details
published by the Ringing World) and
reminded us that the Ringing World is
celebrating its centenary next year with
events planned in London.

Jeremy thanked Richard Sweet, from St

Mary Magdalene, Wandsworth for

conducting the service, and Chris

Henderson, from Holy Trinity, Wandsworth,

for playing the organ. He also thanked the

Wimbledon ringers for the delicious tea.
DP

It's not what you do,

It's the way that you do it \

reminder that the sound is just as important as the method. Even

Every now and again ringers at all levels of ability could do with a

spaced ringing at a good tempo contributes to the lovely music of
church bells and that was the objective at a listening skills training event led by

Nigel Goodship.

Twenty people came for the session at St Katherine’s, Merstham where Nigel played
recordings of good and less good ringing as a way of demonstrating common errors.
Everyone was asked to listen and identify bells striking early or late.

The tough part came when seven bells were connected to a computer, leaving the eighth to
be rung in real time — and in perfect time. This was quite a challenge as each individual had
to ring ‘by ear’ with no ropes for guidance. Several people were brave enough to have a go.

There were examples of ringing with open handstroke leads and closed leads and then Nigel
played examples of near perfect 12-bell ringing.

Everyone said they had enjoyed the morning and learnt from it and I've heard a number of
positive comments at subsequent practice nights. Several of the students said they had been
made more aware that good ringing was about the sound and not just pulling a rope.

lan Griffiths
Training Committee




Chloe’s progress - A first class success

e reported in September 2009 that Chloe, our learner from Kingston University, rang
Wher first quarter of Plain Bob Minor. Chloe was originally taught to ring by her dad,
Richard Grimmett, who is a leading ringer in Birmingham. She came back to ringing
in 2008 and joined the Kingston band, after wasting her first year at university just studying.
Chloe has made great progress since the Thames Ditton quarter and has now succeeded at
ringing a quarter of Grandsire Triples, rung to celebrate her obtaining a first class degree in
English and Creative Writing. She practised diligently for the quarter, ringing Grandsire
Triples where possible including on our outing to Truro. Chloe rang very well and she and the
band were delighted at her success, celebrating afterwards in the Druids.
Chloe is going to Paris for a while to practise her French, but we are looking forward to her
returning soon.
Kingston upon Thames , Surrey
Sunday, 11 July 2010 in 48 min
(18-3-27)
1260 Grandsire Triples
Diane Pratt
Jill Leale
Chloe Grimmett
Paul Flavell (Cond)
Nick Rata
Robin Leale
Geoff Paul -
Mike Bangham The quarter peal band
First on 8 and of Grandsire Triples - 3.
Compliment to Chloe on obtaining a First Class Honours Degree from Kingston University
Paul Flavell

Congratulations also to Chloe for ringing her first peal in Birmingham recently.  DP

oOo~NO OB WNPRE

The Essex Trophy

The Surrey team had a good day out to Coggeshall, Essex for this Year's competition. We
were drawn to ring 6th and last which we hoped would not be an omen for our performance.
We whiled away the time enjoying the sunshine, listening to the competition, consuming the
excellent tea/sandwiches/cake provided by the local band and visiting Paycocke's, a local
National Trust Tudor house.
- s The Surrey band were in order from the treble, Diane Reynolds,
S R Jill Leale, Irene Rich, Sheila Cheesman, Anne Rueff, Mike
Moreton, Roger Grieve, David Wallis, Robin Leale and Jeremy
Cheesman. We got off to a nervous start but the second half of
the course of Cambridge Royal was excellent. Afterwards the
judges remarked that we might have done extremely well if the
ringing had been so good throughout. In the event we came
3rd. The home team, Essex, won followed by Kent. Behind us
were Guildford, Hertfordshire and Sussex.

Thank you to all the band for making it such a pleasant day out, to the Reigate ringers and
church for our practice and for many Surrey members who sent us good wishes. Next year
we go to Hertfordshire on 10th September. Sheila Cheesman




Oh for the rings of a Dove

As the essential guide enters its seventh decade, J  ohn Baldwin
explains how the ‘bible’ is kept bang up to date

Dodbrooke in Devon has been completed and the six bells are back in business. | can

P ing! A new email has arrived at my computer in Cardiff. This one tells me the rehang at
amend the entry in Dove’s Guide in a matter of a few minutes.

The next email is also from Devon. This time | learn that the bellframe at the picturesque
clifftop church at Brentor has been declared unsafe for ringing. Then another piece of news
comes in. The neighbouring parishes of Gilmorton and Kimcote in Leicestershire are to
alternate their weekly practice nights.

Why am | telling you all this? Well, I'm responsible for making sure that Dove’s Guide for
Church Bell Ringers is as accurate, useful and up to date as it should be in the internet age.
On a typical day | amend the guide four times, adding information that is helpful to anyone
planning a ringing tour, grabbing a tower or ringing as a visitor — as well as maintaining a true
record of all the bells in the world where ringing can take place.

All the towers in the Surrey Association are in there, just like every other guild and
association around the country. Dove’s Guide these days will tell you the name of the
church, the number of bells, their ages, who cast them, the weight and note of each bell as it
has always done for the tenor and the practice night. Most important, there’s a grid reference,
a Google map and usually nowadays a location for satnav. We include links to the individual
tower websites and/or association web addresses. It's via those links that you can find extra
information such as contact names of tower captains and service ringing details.

With technical help from my colleague Tim Jackson, | act as steward of the guide on behalf of
the Central Council for Church Bell Ringers and we’re pleased to know that after 60 years
Dove is still regarded as the ringers’ bible. It was first published in 1950 by Ron Dove, a bell
ringer from Leeds in Yorkshire whose work as a clock repairer took him around the country.
He began to compile information about towers until he had enough for a guide for all of us
who like to ring in other churches as well as our home tower.

The last hard copy was the ninth edition, published in 2000 and it’s likely that another volume
will come out within the next 12 months. While it's always nice to flick through a book and
look up details, you can see that if it's only updated once every ten years or so a lot of the
details will have altered and a check against the online version will be necessary.

The search facility is quite sophisticated and extends beyond simply looking up a church.
Ringers can, for instance, ask for a list of 6-bell towers that practise on a Saturday and which
are rung from the ground floor.

Such is the power of the computer, but it does make me appreciate just how much of a task it
must have been for Ron Dove to compile and maintain his guide when the only way he might
find out about alterations was either to visit the tower himself or wait for a letter through the
post.

And to keep the guide up to date, | ask everyone involved in running a tower to let me know
of any alterations, whether it's a different practice night or a change of web address. These
features are invaluable to other ringers.

Email me at Dovemaster@cccbr.org.uk and to find Dove’s Guide online go to:
www.dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php




Is this what you call a dropped clanger...

Tony Nunn reports on a Barnes tour where the ringing and the beers lived
up to expectations — although one tenor lost touch with its clapper

he Barnes Weekend has grown from modest beginnings 21 years ago and now usually
I runs from Thursday to Monday. We went back to Shropshire this year and met where
we left off - at St Bartholomew’s,
Tong. It's an extraordinary church with a
sloping floor, a plethora of monuments
and an octagonal tower with squat spire
wherein hang the Great Bell and the
lesser bells on two levels. Given the
failure of Her Majesty to arrange a visit
and the Earl of Bradford to produce a son
and heir on this occasion, we had to
confine ourselves to ringing the six. (To be
fair to HM, she did turn out to watch us
ring Stedman Triples at East Raynham in
2002 but then there was no bourdon el ,
needing a reason to be rung.) The Barnes ringers

Headquarters was the Valley Hotel in Coalbrookdale, and by the time we checked in we had
already rung a good quarter of Grandsire Caters on the fine 10 up the road. Broseley bells
seemed to remember that they and/or we can'’t ring Original Major, though the attempt was
going well for a while. After that it was down to the south of the county and the imposing
tower of St Laurence, Ludlow.

Between Clungunford and Clunbury we stopped off at Orchard House, where an enormous
barn proved to be a cornucopia of mechanical devices. In one corner was the Marches
Training Belfry, the object of our visit. Ringing eight ‘bells’ of identical weight was a novel
experience.

On Saturday we were again close to the Welsh border, stopping for lunch at the Plough,
Wistanstow, the home of Wood’s Brewery. Those hoping for a prompt start at Church Stretton
were dismayed to encounter a serious tailback on the A49. The problem it transpired was a
pair of gypsy caravans, accompanied by sundry animals and children, occupying half the
width of the single carriageway. As excuses for late arrival go, it compares favourably with the
trailer load of potatoes demolishing the chapel wall at Constantine in 2008.

Sunday was a day of comparative leisure with only two quarter attempts. Someone of
prominence in the Surrey Association managed to break the tenor clapper during service
ringing at Coalbrookdale. After Evensong ringing at Chad’s, Shrewsbury, the party divided
with the serious beer drinkers going to the All Nations at Madely, a fine pub and one of the
oldest home-brew houses in the country.

On Monday the little estate church at Patshull proved difficult to find for some, neither sat-nav
nor locals being much use. These bells are probably not rung very often and London was
deemed over-ambitious. A memorial plaque in the ringing room records that one Sunday
morning a worker on the estate ‘whilst ringing to call the faithful to worship, fell dead, aged
43'. It ends with the sobering advice ‘Boast thou not of to morrow (sic), for thou knowest not
what the day may bring forth’. Indeed one knows not, but the failure of Double Oxford Triples
at the last tower was perhaps not altogether unforeseeable.

We look forward to Dorset next year if Mike and Jill Wigney, to whom be grateful thanks
outpoured, can be prevailed upon to exercise their wondrous powers of organisation once
more.




Awesome! Young ringers
catch hold in the City

Nick MacMahon reports on a society that's already close to 300 members

Young Ringers to give people at the junior end of the age range a chance to ring

together and extend our achievements. Whether it's call changes or surprise
maximus, conducting a peal or ringing a reliable cover, we’ve found there’s a lot of
enthusiasm among young people to be in a band of similar ages.

Q bout a year ago, a group of us thought it would be a good idea to form a Society of

Membership of our Facebook group has already passed the 240 mark and I'm hoping we’'ll
have 300 by Christmas. If you're a ringer on the ‘right’ side of 30, do take a look at the site
and join the Young Bell Ringers Facebook Group.

| am currently planning a young ringers’ event — most probably a QP day — for Thursday 30
December, which is the day after the Southern District’s winter outing. The towers | have in
mind are mostly in the Southern District, except for one in the Guildford area. | am planning
six towers - two rings of 6, three rings of 8, and a 10. Please get in touch if you think this
might be of interest to you. An invitation will be issued to the whole of the Facebook group.
So far, tentative interest has been shown from as far afield as Suffolk, Birmingham and
Shropshire.

There is no minimum standard requirement. As it is written in the group’s info section,
whether you are learning to handle a bell, ringing call changes, ringing Plain Bob or even
Cambridge Max, you'll be welcome.

Some of the people already in our new society may be familiar to Surrey members. Clara
Westlake, organiser of the monthly surprise major practices, is in the group. So, too, are
other University of London members who have rung, mostly in the Northern District — Tom
Wood, Peter Jasper, Heather and Tim Forster. Among the Southern District representatives
are Ross Weddell, Oli Thompson and Steph Rueff.

It all began in August last year with quarter peal of Plain Bob Major at Aston Clinton, Bucks.
We had hoped to start our new life with a peal but it fired out and we settled for a quarter at
the second attempt conducted by Jon Potter
http://www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?88019.

We were back at Aston Clinton in December for our first successful peal of Plain Bob Royal,
again conducted by Jon, which was rung by a band with an average age of just over 20.
http://www.campanophile.com/view.aspx?94328

This year we’ve had two outings in the City of London. The first in April included the new ring
of 12 at St Magnus the Martyr where we rang Stedman Cinques and a half course of
Cambridge Maximus. Then, in September there was general ringing at five towers. When we
arrived at St Michael’s, Cornhill the bells were all up at backstroke, and a 12-bell pull-off was
done. Once the rounds had settled, a plain course of Little Bob Maximus was started. This
was completed successfully and, after the bells stood, cries of ‘Awesome! Awesome!” were
heard — | have video footage on my iPhone.

| look forward to seeing more young ringers at future events — just keep an eye on the
Facebook page.




Giving youth a go in the summer hols

ne thing a Training Officer enjoys is seeing youngsters taking part in outings, quarters
Oand peals. As an experiment, we invited our young ringers to get in touch with their

ideas for quarter peals that they would like to attempt during their summer holidays.
The following quarters were arranged and successfully completed, with some good ringing
achieved.

LONDON, EC, St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street, 16 August , 1319 Grandsire Cinques:
Shirley McGill 1,Gillian Leale 2, Anne Rueff 3, Stephanie Rueff (First quarter peal on 12 bells) 4,
Sarah Taylor 5, Sheila Cheesman 6, Michael Bangham 7, Michael Uphill 8, Robin Leale 9, John
Hawes 10, Leon Thompson 11, Jeremy Cheesman 12. Afterwards, Michael Bangham generously
provided refreshment for members of the band to celebrate his birthday.

BENHILTON, All Saints, 17 August , 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major: Michael Uphill 1, Michael
Moreton 2, Thomas Wood (25" quarter) 3, Michael Bangham 4, Sheila Cheesman 5, Shirley McGill
6, Robin Leale 7, Jeremy Cheesman © 8

CARSHALTON, All Saints, 17 August, 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major: Jeremy Cheesman 1,
Michael Moreton 2, Sheila Cheesman 3, Thomas Wood (First of Cambridge Major) 4, Shirley McGill
5, Michael Bangham 6, Robin Leale © 7, Michael Uphill 8

WANDSWORTH, Holy Trinity Church, West Hill, 17 August, 1260 Stedman Triples: Robin Leale 1,
Sheila Cheesman 2, Thomas Wood (First of Stedman Triples) 3, Michael Moreton 4, Shirley McGill 5,
Jeremy Cheesman 6, Michael Uphill © 7, Michael Bangham 8

There were a few other youngsters not yet up to quarter peal ringing for whom we were able
to arrange a couple of sessions.

The first of these was at St Peter’s, Croydon on Wednesday 18 August, during which Joe
Wakeling (treble) and James Fox (tenor) rang their longest touch yet, 360 Plain Bob Doubles
and this was followed up by James (who is a little older and therefore quite naturally has a
little more stamina) ringing the treble to 500 Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles.

Finally on Friday 20 August, we
met for a full morning session at St
John’s Caterham, courtesy of Noel
Gibbin. There we had Noel’s
ringing family, Susan and their
daughters Alice and Ruth and four
youngsters from St Peter’s, South
Croydon. Joe Wakeling, and his
younger brother, Oliver, were
brought along by their dad, Tony,
himself a ringer at St Peter’s.
Michael Moreton brought along
James Fox and George Gillams. v
Each had three goes at something The young ringers
of their own choice. All of the youngsters had a go at calling some call-changes. James and
Joe both rang Bob Doubles inside for the first time. One of St Mary’s, Caterham beginners,
Laurie, was also able to join in for a few lots of rounds. There was help on hand from Robin
and Gill Leale, Jeremy and Sheila Cheesman, Michael Bangham, Ross Weddell and Tom
Wood. Many thanks to them all. Michael Uphill

$



CALLING SIMPLE TOUCHES OF PLAIN AND LITTLE BOB
MINOR METHODS (PART II)

In the previous article | listed two Little Bob methods that have standard lead ends, but also have
wrong places made by the working bells. We will still use only right place methods otherwise. While
the touches have occurred previously | am rotating them to give different examples when possible.

Two touches for Double Bob, or Single Oxford, and B elvedere Little Bob

32 changes 36 changes

123456 Single Oxford 123456 Belverdere Little Bob

156342 Belverdere Little Bob 135264 Double Bob

164523 Single Oxford 164523 Belvedere Little Bob

123456 A 142635 Belvedere Little Bob
123456 A

Two touches for Hereward Bob and Belvedere Little B ob.

32 changes 28 changes

123456 Hereward Bob 123456 Hereward Bob

164523 Hereward Bob 164523 Belverdere Little Bob

142635 Belvedere Little Bob 142635 Belverdere Little Bob

123456 A 123456 A

Two touches for St. Clement’s, Double Oxford, Buxto n Bob, Pinehurst Bob, and Belvedere
Little Bob.

20 changes 20 changes

123456 Double Oxford 123456 Belvedere Little Bob
142635 Belvedere Little Bob 135264 Buxton Bob

123456 A 123456 A

Belvedere Little Bob has the same lead end order as Plain Bob, so the leads can be intermingled at
will. The touches can be extended in the same way as before.
Two touches for Plain Bob and St. Lawrence Little B ob.

44 changes 28 changes

123456 Plain Bob 123456 St. Lawrence Little Bob
135264 St. Lawrence Little Bob 156342 Plain Bob

164523 Plain Bob 164523 St. Lawrence Little Bob
142635 Plain Bob 123456 A

123456 A

Two touches for Hereward Bob and St. Lawrence Littl e Bob.

20 changes 20 changes

123456 Hereward Bob 123456 St. Lawrence Little Bob
164523 St. Lawrence Little Bob 156342 Hereward Bob

123456 A 123456 A

Two touches for St. Clement’s, Double Oxford, Buxto n Bob, Pinehurst Bob, and St. Lawrence
Little Bob.

32 changes 36 changes

123456 St. Clements 123456 St. Lawrence Little Bob

142635 Double Oxford 156342 Pinehurst Bob

164523 St. Lawrence Little Bob 135264 St. Lawrence Little Bob

123456 A 164523 St. Lawrence Little Bob
123456 A

St. Lawrence Little Bob and Double Bob have the sam e lead ends so the leads can be
intermingled.

| have looked at 15 of the plain hunt methods in Michael Day’s book. They all have right places, and

standard lead ends. | have introduced four little bob methods. Try and experiment with composing

your own touches. Write out compositions by transposing the lead ends before you call a touch.
Tony Bishop




A right old flap in Cornwall

Kingston ringers on their summer outing discovered some
surprising features along the way, as Irene Rich reports

Cornwall for their summer outing my car group agreed we just had to call in at

Muchelney Abbey, near liminster in Somerset. Why? Well, the Abbey has a peculiar
rarity — the only thatched roof monks’ lavatory in England. Still, enough of that, we had ringing
to do.

Some detours are just too tempting to avoid. As the Kingston ringers made their way to

The towers for the Friday were St Columb Minor, Crantock and Perranzabuloe. Crantock
provided our first encounter with the amazing carved wooden pews and reredos which
seemed to be a feature of more than one tower over the weekend.

We stayed in The Rose in Vale at Mithian, where the outdoor swimming pool had a witty
warning on the gate: ‘Ducks are advised that they are not allowed to swim in this pool'.

Saturday included eight towers
starting at the lovely heavy ring at
St Buryan where the exterior
monument was deemed an
excellent spot for the group photo
although we hadn’t reckoned with
the speed of passing traffic that
almost claimed our photographer
Kate Flavell.

It has become a bit of a tradition to
ring methods at the towers they
were named after and this year
there were two available, Ludgvan
and Wendron Surprise Minor.
Included in the list of towers was

The Kingston ringers

Constantine, and this was special because it is the illustration on
the front of Tony Bishop's new book entitled 360 Treble Dodging
Minor Grids published through The Whiting Society.

The more observant among us noticed an old dog flap in the door
of Mullion church and were advised that it was used in days when
dogs attended church with their owners. The flap provided a quick
exit without disrupting the service. After spending most of the day
ringing at 6 bell towers we finished with the fine 10 at Truro
cathedral. The cathedral itself is amazing as it feels a lot older than
it really is (it was built around the turn of the 20" century), but this
may be due to the architect's insistence that the old parish church
of St Mary which stood on the site was incorporated into the new .
building. Tony at Constantine
(plus book)

The weekend was a great success with some good ringing on some lovely bells and good
food and accommodation all superbly organised by Paul and Kate Flavell.




Train the Trainer- Colliers Wood

How meaningless babble took on some sense!

Being an inexperienced ringer, | was unsure how | would cope on this course, but
because of the recent memory of the travails of my learning and being interested in the
learning and teaching process, | was encouraged to go.

There were six of us on the course, which made it easy to pair up. Chris made
everyone feel welcome and by his easy, relaxed and knowledgeable manner our tensions
dissipated and we were ready to take part in the various exercises after they had been
explained and demonstrated.

Most learners are taught the backstroke first and we followed that pattern. This allows
the student to see progress and builds up his/her confidence. The trainer catches the sally
and pulls it with the right amount of energy so that the bell almost reaches the balance so the
learner can give a downward pull. The most memorable information | took from this was that
it is far better to have the learner’'s hand higher up the tail end to shorten the rope. This helps
in two notable ways; firstly the learner manages to have a rope that feels the same
throughout, ie; the bell doesn’t go over the balance so the pull is at an even tension;
secondly, the learner gets more practise time as the rope is shorter and performs more
strokes.

Teaching the handstroke has more elements to it. Chris suggested that the student
should pull the sally and as soon as the bell comes off the balance, immediately let go and
put their hands down. This process should continue, increasing the time on the sally
little by little to the optimum. Then would come the time when the student should be prepared
for catching the sally. This, initially, was done by the trainer confidently saying, “Up,” when it
was the right time for the student to raise his/her hands. At this point the student would raise

their hands and clap in front of the sally, progressing through
touching the sally, squeezing it gently then more firmly until the
catch took place, all the while with the trainer catching it at the
same time below the student’s hands. Eventually the prompt
would not be necessary.

Throughout all this the trainer should utter words of
encouragement and improvement. This was not easy at first as
we were finding it hard to
concentrate on what we
were doing, but
eventually the
meaningless babble took
on some sense! Silence
can create confusion and
undermine confidence.

Chris teaching Jill
the handstroke

It can be seen from this brief glimpse of the Practising ringing with one hand
training that there was a lot to grapple with and much to
be practised.

The students on this course were Gillian Leale, Sue Bailey, Kath Chilcott, Jane
Marsters, Chris Burgess and Jane Wheeler. All had a fulfilling and enjoyable time. Once
again, our thanks goes to Chris Stanley for giving up his time to help us and to the Training
Committee for organising the day. Jane Wheeler




Mortlake takes a proper step up

n 1850, the original staircase of the Mortlake tower (probably
I wooden) was removed to make way for a brick flue chimney for a
coal fired boiler to provide the church with its first form of heating.
A precarious system of ladders took its place. Then, around 1910, all
of the nave was replaced with the present structure but the ladders
remained. Access to the ringing chamber was particularly daunting as
many ringers will attest. Finally, in 2005, this ghastly ladder was
replaced by a set of steel steps with a handrail and access was, at
last, safe and straightforward. St Mary’s, Mortlake

Did | say finally? Well, not quite. The church decided in
2007 that a large project was needed to involve the local
community and bring it together and a scheme was
hatched to renovate the cupola and put a spiral staircase
back into the tower. This new staircase would extend right
up to the roof and open up the splendid view to the public.
The clock chamber and bell chambers would be reopened
to the turret.

Fund raising took place over the next two years and in the
early summer of 2009, ringing had to stop for the work to
begin. By March of this year, the work was sufficiently
advanced to recommence ringing but it was not until July
that it was complete.

A view from the top of the stairs

On July 27, during the Mortlake Weekend, the patron of the appeal, Trevor MacDonald, cut
the ribbon for the grand opening. With our ringers and members of the congregation
marshalling visitors who were keen to go up the tower was hard but stimulating work. The
view was enjoyed by all and interestingly, so was the sight of the bells in their Tudor context.

By the end of the afternoon, | was hoarse — and considerably thirsty. Happily, two new
recruits came out of the occasion. The staircase itself is on the narrow side with 33 cms from
the central column to the outer handrail. However, the rail does not extend fully to the turret
wall so it’s not as bad as it sounds.

So, there we are; a proper staircase in Mortlake tower as a result of thinking the unthinkable!
All we need now is a peal. Do come along and see it for yourself Francis Ring-Davies

The Pat Cannon Memorial Trophy for Good Striking

ur next 8 bell striking competition is to be held on Saturday
O 23 October at St Mary’s, Caterham and this is the prize for the
winning team. | remember Pat Cannon and grew up with him
demanding good ringing and striking. | also remember how he loved to
ring Double Norwich Court Bob Major at any opportunity. As this Trophy
was presented to the association to remember him and maintain his
standard of ringing, it would be lovely to have more teams competing in
the competition. Please support the Association and this competition —
and who knows your team may be going home with this trophy!
Entries to Richard Wallis gensec@surreybellringers.org.uk by
Tuesday 19 October. DP




Surrey joins forces with the Guildford

Guild for Annual Practice

y a strange quirk of geography (or it might be history),
B towers in the Leatherhead area belong to two

associations — The Guildford Diocesan Guild and the
Surrey Association. What is more, these towers are divided
between the Northern and Southern Districts of the Surrey
Association. The only problem for keen ringers is how to divide
their time between them, and some of our more adventurous
members regularly attend meetings of both associations.

The August meeting at Kingston is the only joint meeting

between us as neighbours and has been an annual event for All Saints, Kingston
well over a decade. Sadly, the meeting hasn’t been particularly well-supported by Guild
members, because many of our members find the combination of ringing on an unfamiliar
number of bells in an unfamiliar tower with unfamiliar faces to be rather daunting, even
though the bells and ringers at Kingston could not be more friendly.

The Guild’s only twelve is at Guildford Cathedral, so Cinques
or Maximus of any flavour is impossible for members of the
Leatherhead District unless we visit towers in other areas.
Although this makes the opportunity to ring on the delightful
twelve at Kingston one of the highlights of our calendar (at
least for myself) it would be unrealistic to expect a
tremendously high standard, and it would seem to me that an
equally important aspect of the meeting is the opportunity it
offers for us to get to know each other a little better and to
exchange ideas.

Guildford Cathedral
It is difficult to socialise much during ringing, and | always consider that the ‘second half of the
practice’, in the pub, is particularly important on such occasions. It is a pity, therefore, that
Kingston’s pubs seem to be hectic and noisy on Saturday nights, and this has resulted in
ringers splitting into groups, even between different pubs on some occasions. | think we might
give more thought to the social aspect of the meeting in future.

| think ringers would benefit from more joint meetings, not because of a shortage of ringers
(Leatherhead District membership has grown by one third over the last four years, people
nearly all new to ringing) but because it is important for ringers to know and support each
other in what is a difficult and demanding exercise. Ringing cannot afford an ‘us and them’
attitude and we have been trying to encourage our members to attend Surrey Association
meetings particularly when held in their local tower. And of course, we very much hope that
you, our neighbours, will reciprocate. Roger Tompsett

Master of the Leatherhead District

of the Guildford Guild




FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2010

October Venue Time

Sat 16 Oct Simulator Practice Barnes (8)

Mon 18 Oct Wandering Bobs Merton Park (6) 10.30 -12.30
Mon 18 Oct District Practice Carshalton (8) 8.00-9.30 pm
Fri 15 Oct Surprise Major Practice tbc 7.30-9.00 pm
Sat 23 Oct 8 Bell Striking Competition St Mary’s, Caterham 4.30 pm
November

Sat 13 Nov Training Day Bletchingley (8) 9.30 start

Mon 15 Nov Wandering Bobs Ockham (6) 10.30 -12.30
Fri 19 Nov Surprise Major Practice tbc 7.30-9.00 pm
Sat 20 Nov Nomination Meeting Putney (8) 3.00 —8.00 pm
December

Fri 17 December Surprise Major Practice tbc 7.30-9.00 pm
Sat 18 Dec Christmas Practice Battersea (8) 7.30 —9.00 pm
Mon 20 Dec Wandering Bobs East Molesey (8) 10.30 -12.30
Further Ahead

Satl5 Jan AGM Streatham (8) 3.00 —8.00 pm
Fri 18 -20 Feb Peal Weekend

Sat 26 March Ringing World Centenary Day  Details to follow

Peripatetics are on the first Monday of the month and are for those around during the day. For
details contact Ken Brooks. Venue details can be found on the website.

Wandering Bobs are for these wishing to practise calling — every third Monday of the month. To
check contact Sue Bailey or Kath Chilcott Venue details can be found on the website.

Surprise Major Practices — every third Friday of the month from 7.30 to 9.00 pm. Open to all
ringers who can ring Surprise Major, or Surprise Minor, or aspiring Surprise ringers. Details from
Clara Westlake (see below)

DFP every second Monday from 7.30 to 9.00 pm, for those wanting to ring more complex six bell
methods — plain courses and touches. Venue details can be found on the website.

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Contact via the website

www.surreybellringers.org.uk




Profile: Mike Wignhey

St Nicholas Chiswick and St Mary’s Barnes

A serious accident while mountaineering means Mike now does his ringing
from a wheelchair where he’s as active as ever as conductor and trainer

When did you start to
ring?
In 1981, at Chiswick,
Middlesex. Having tried
ringing in  my final
weeks at university |
turned up for a service at Chiswick where
ringing takes place around the font at the
back of the church and made the mistake of
looking interested.
Did you visit other towers while you were
learning?
After a few months | was taken to district
meetings in both Middlesex and Surrey. My
ringing really took off when | was sent on a
number of assignments out of London as an
auditor. | could visit up to four practices a
week in whatever place | was sent, as a
break from the normal work-eat-sleep
routine.
What do you enjoy about ringing?
Many things. First, | enjoy seeing how a
method fits together and watching it happen.
Second, ringing is the only activity | know
where anyone can turn up at another group’s
practice and be made welcome. | have met a
huge number of ringers this way both by
visiting other towers around the world and by
welcoming visitors to Barnes and Chiswick.
Third, it is a good way to see churches and
towers in new and interesting parts of the
country.
What has been the most challenging
aspect of ringing?
One of my most challenging times was after |
broke my spine in a mountaineering accident
and | had to re-learn to ring from the
wheelchair. It took several months with lots of
mistakes and modifications along the way. It
can still be a challenge in new towers.
What have you found easy?
The drinking afterwards...

What has been your best bit?

There have been lots of good moments. It's
hard to select particular ones. There are the
successes in challenging peals and quarters
such as the first peal at Barnes back in1986
with four first pealers. Plus the quarter peal
days and outings, Barnes ‘weekends’, tours
by canal boat and the annual ringing tours on
bicycles with the Society of Roving Ringers
of which, for some reason, | am now
president.

Have you achieved your goals or do you
have fresh targets ?

There is always more to do. New methods,
new places, new people to ring with. That's
one of the great things about ringing.

Do you have any funny stories or
incidents that you can recall?

The ones that get away are the most
memorable. We were set to ring a peal of
Grandsire Triples at Chiswick to mark the
100" anniversary of the first peal in the tower
— and with two first pealers we had to get it.
We were going well when a man appeared
and then went round the corner. We heard
the sound of a key turning in the tower door.
Plod. Plod. Plod. Feet climbing the stairs and
then footsteps above the clock room. We just
lost our concentration. And the date? Yes,
the last weekend in October when the clocks
go back.

Have you encouraged others to take up
ringing and how are they progressing?

Yes, we have been lucky to have a stream of
learners at both Barnes and Chiswick. While
several have moved away or given up, many
continue to ring, either still in London or
elsewhere, including several who ring quarter
peals. No thousand-pealers yet!

Please contact me with your ringing
experiences, or recommend a friend who has
a good story to tell. DP




